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Greetings from the Pastor
Happy Lent! I know what you’re thinking: Why is Father Paul wishing me a happy Lent? Shouldn’t he 

be wishing me a dismal or even miserable Lent? With all the fasting, praying and almsgiving, shouldn’t 
I focus more on how terrible my sins are, and how Christ was put to death on the cross because of  me?

We certainly do focus on purging ourselves from things that cause us to sin. We might even deprive 
ourselves of  something we truly enjoy. When we receive ashes, we tend to focus more on suffering and 
death. Lent is always a time to focus on Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice that redeemed the human race.

However, sometimes we can become too focused on the dismal and miserableness of  the penitential 
season. In giving up certain things, we might be doing it for our own benefit rather than as a sacrifice 
for the Lord. We can become too introspective and focus more on what’s wrong with us or how others 
view us rather than asking the Lord to help us remove obstacles between Him and us.

Our Lord speaks directly to us in the Ash Wednesday Gospel: “Take care not to perform righteous 
deeds in order that people may see them. … Do not let your left hand know what your right is doing. … When you pray, go to 
your inner room, close the door, and pray to your Father in secret. … When you fast do not look gloomy…but anoint your head 
and wash your face, so that you may not appear to be fasting…and your Father who sees in secret will repay you” (Matthew 6).

It might seem foreign to us to not pray publicly in church, receive credit for a good deed, or call attention to the latest fast. We 
might feel uncomfortable living out our faith differently than we have before. Although some of  us are unable to receive the ashes 
on our foreheads this year - a public, external identification of  our Christian faith – God is calling us to a deeper living out of  our 
faith than what can be seen externally. This Lenten season, God desires a change in us that only He can see – an internal change. 

I invite you to pray with Ezekiel 11:19: “I will give them another heart and a new spirit I will put within them. From their bodies 
I will remove the hearts of  stone, and give them hearts of  flesh.” Instead of  a depressing, dismal and discouraging Lent, may we all 
experience a joyful Lenten season, in which we seek internal change, not just an external change, so that we may present to Jesus 
our hearts fully alive and beating for Him! 

Many Prayers, Fr. Paul Schreiner
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Mass Schedule
Sunday: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m.

Saturday: 4 p.m. (Vigil Mass)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Friday: 9 a.m. (School Mass)

Confession Schedule
Sunday: 9:45-10:15 a.m.

Tuesday: 6-7 p.m.
Saturday: 3-3:45 p.m.
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Greetings to the Good People of  God!

I don’t know about you, but the weather 
has been pretty gloomy the last few 
weeks.  How about some GOOD NEWS 
during these dark, cold and gray times?  
• Our Thursday study group has 

been meeting Thursday mornings 
after 8:30 Mass in the Parish Office 
since the beginning of  Advent. We 
are wrapping up our viewing of  
“The Search.” Come join us on as we begin new topics!

• If  you missed out on “The Search,” the first time around, no 
worries! Beginning in Lent, I will host an online viewing and 
discussion of  “The Search” on Thursday nights from 9-9:50 
p.m. beginning February 18. I chose this time so it is after dinner 
has been eaten and the kids are in bed. Contact me at the parish 
office by phone or by email (jtokarsky@stmaryvermilion.org) to 
sign up for an email invite!

• Our Social Concerns committee collected $3,900+ for nine 
charitable causes via the Tree of  Hope. Thank you for your 
generosity!

• We currently have one individual in RCIA seeking Baptism as 
a catechumen, meeting Tuesday evenings. If  you or a loved one 
has a question about receiving a sacrament, contact me!

• A home Lenten Kit will be available the first week of  Lent 
(Feb. 13-Feb. 21). Included are several items, devotionals, and 
prayers for everyone to enter into the Lenten Season! They will 
be available after Masses (Feb. 13 and 14) and for curbside pick-
up on SHROVE TUESDAY (Feb. 16) from 7:45 a.m.-7:45 p.m. 
Call the Parish Office (440-967-8711) to arrange for pickup. If  
you need more of  a particular item, we can get it to you.

• Sacraments have been received at home for the past several 
months. If  you are homebound or staying at home to limit virus 
exposure, we can bring the Sacraments to you. I have distributed 
Jesus in a foyer, in a living room, and on a front porch. I stay 
masked, sanitize before distributing, and maintain at least a 6 
foot distance at all times except to place the Eucharist in the 
recipient’s hand.  This short rite takes less than five minutes. Fr. 
Paul has also heard home confessions when requested. Please 
reach out if  you would benefit from this ministry!

• Please let me know if  you have any other ideas or any questions!

Let us take these words of  St. Paul to heart: “And do this because you 
know the time; it is the hour now for you to awake from sleep. For our salvation 
is nearer now than when we first believed; the night is advanced, the day is at 
hand. Let us then throw off the works of  darkness [and] put on the armor of  
light” (Romans 13:11-12).

All Blessings!
Jim Tokarsky, Pastoral Associate

Upcoming Events
February

17: Ash Wednesday
March

7-9: Parish Lenten Mission
14: Day of  Grace, 4-6 p.m.

St. Mary School French Toast Breakfast
25: Solemnity of  Annunciation
28: Palm Sunday

April
2: Good Friday
4: Easter Sunday
11: Divine Mercy Sunday

May
2: First Communion
23: Pentecost Sunday/Confirmation

Find more events by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website and following 
us on Facebook!

Our Lady of Fatima

The Pilgrim Virgin of  Fatima is a 
statue of  Mary that has traveled 
through the homes of  St. Mary 
parishioners for 30 years. If  you 
would like to have her in your 
home for private prayer and 
devotion with your family, please 
call Denise at (440) 787-6252. You 
will be blessed!

Divine Mercy Sunday
To celebrate the feast of  Divine Mercy on April 11, 
the parish will be holding Exposition of  the Blessed 
Sacrament from after the 10:30 a.m. Mass until 3:15 
p.m.. The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be prayed at the 
top of  every hour (Noon, 1, 2, and 3 p.m.) and Father 
Paul will hear Confessions from 2-3 p.m. Benediction 
will begin at 3:15.
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Liturgical Ministries
Just about a year after our liturgical ministries were put on 
hold, several of  those ministries are returning to active status! 
If  you feel called to any of  these ministries, please contact 
Joseph Kwiatkowski at jkwiatkowski@stmaryvermilion.org.

Active Ministries
Cantors: Assist in leading the congregation’s musical 
participation in the Mass. Involves coordinating with the 
Music Director and practice as needed.

Lectors: Lectors proclaim the Old Testament and New 
Testament readings, as well as the Petitions at Mass. These 
ministers are commissioned by the pastor.

Ushers: Take up the collection and assist parishioners to find 
a seat when necessary.

Ministries Returning Soon
Altar Servers: (Sundays) Open to boys and girls from 4th-
12th grades. They assist the priest in the sanctuary during 
Mass and other liturgical functions. During weekday Masses 
and funerals, adult volunteers are needed to assist the priest.

Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion: This 
ministry is currently limited to one minister per Mass and is 
not on a rotating basis at this time.

Parish Giving
Due to COVID-19, parish giving envelopes are being mailed to 
each registered household every two months. If  your household 
prefers to give online, you may do so by visiting our website. To 
be removed from the mailing list, please email Ed Klimczak, 
Business Manager, at eklimczak@stmaryvermilion.org. Thank 
you for your continued financial support of  our parish!

FFF Groups Bring Christmas Cheer
Christmas 2020 was difficult for many people, especially elderly 
isolated in nursing homes and those who care for them. St. Mary 
Family Faith Formation groups decided to reach out and share 
Christmas Cheer.

Through the efforts of  the parents, children, catechists and even 
some students from Firelands Montessori School in Huron, 85 
Residents and 35 staff members working on Christmas Day were 
treated to gifts, goodies and cards of  well wishes!

One grateful recipient wrote back: “God bless you all for the 
love, prayers and kindness shown to our Senior Citizens! It 
meant so much to all of  us! Keep up the good works! You are all 
a “blessing” to us.”

Annual Catholic Appeal
The Diocese of  Toledo’s Annual Catholic Appeal kicks off this 
month. This drive supports the work and mission of  the Catholic 
Church in northwestern Ohio, including providing advocacy, 
education, and protection of  life, liberty, & justice in accord with 
our Catholic values. Visit acatoledo.org for more information and 
to make your gift. You might notice a familiar parish face in this 
year’s promotional video!

Christmas 2020
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This year’s parish mission will be led by Father 
Jim Sichko, a priest of  the Diocese of  Lexington, 
Kentucky. Fr. Sichko will celebrate the weekend 
Masses of  March 6-7, and he will speak each evening 
of  the parish mission (Sunday-Tuesday).

Fr. Sichko is a full-time preacher, evangelist and 
motivational speaker. In 2016, Pope Francis 
commissioned Fr. Sichko as a Papal Missionary of  
Mercy. He uses real life experiences and ties those 
experiences into the Gospel message of  Jesus Christ. 
Each talk is crafted for all in a family household, 
with no exceptions!

To learn more about Fr. Sichko, visit his website at www.frjims.com. For more information 
on the parish mission, contact the parish office.

Parish 
Lenten 
Mission

March 7-9

February 17, Ash Wednesday
Mass (with Ashes):  8:30 a.m., 7 p.m.
Prayer Service (with Ashes): 12:15 p.m.,

2 p.m. (school only)
March 25, The Annunciation

Mass: 7 p.m. (Vigil on 3/24), 9 a.m.
April 1, Holy Thursday

Mass: 7 p.m.
April 2, Good Friday

Passion Service,1:30 p.m.
Stations of  the Cross, 7 p.m.

April 3, Holy Saturday
Blessing of  the Food, 12 p.m.
Easter Vigil Mass, 8:30 p.m.

April 4, Easter Sunday
Mass: 8 a.m., 10 a.m., 12 p.m.

NOTE: The above schedule is subject to change; 
please refer to the parish website and bulletin for 
the most up-to-date information and schedule.

Lenten ScheduleSpecial Events this Lent!

Day of  Grace, March 14 from 4-6 p.m.: Join us for an afternoon 
of  prayer and penance! Fr. Paul will hear Confessions while the Blessed 
Sacrament is exposed for public prayer.

Tenebrae, March 31: Tenebrae is a Latin word meaning “darkness.” 
During this evening program on the Wednesday of  Holy Week, we 
remember the death of  Christ through scripture and song.

February
17: Ash Wednesday (Lent Begins)

March
17: St. Patrick’s Day
19: Solemnity of  St. Joseph
25: Solemnity of  the Annuncia-
tion
28: Palm Sunday

April
2: Good Friday
4: Easter Sunday
11: Divine Mercy Sunday

May
16: Solemnity of  the Ascension
23: Pentecost Sunday
30: Solemnity of  the Most Holy 
Trinity

Liturgical Calendar

Lent is a beautiful time to grow in devotion to Our Lord and learn how to live our lives more like him. We 
hope you can take advantage of  our parish offerings and events this season to make the most of  our 40-day 
journey with Christ.
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Watch Listen Read Learn
Forgiven: The Transforming Power of  
Confession

Joseph of  Nazareth: The Story of  the 
Man Closest to Christ

Ocean of  Mercy

The Healing Power of  Confession by 
Dr. Scott Hahn

Love, Sacrifice and Trust: He Showed 
Us the Way by Fr. Mike Schmitz

St. Helena and the True Cross by 
Louis de Wohl

Meditations for Lent by Jacques-
Bénigne Bossuet

Love, Marriage, & the Catholic 
Conscience by Dietrich von 
Hildebrand

If  Your Mind Wanders at Mass by 
Thomas Howard

The Search with Chris Stefanick

The Wild Goose by Fr. Dave 
Pivonka, TOR

Lectio: The Case for Jesus by Dr. 
Brant Pitre

The Three Pillars of Lent
Each year, many Catholic choose additional penitential practices in addition 
to the prescribed days of  fasting and abstinence. Sticking to these three pillars 
can help you make the most of  whatever discipline(s) you choose to make this 
year.

Prayer: Lent is a time of  spiritual renewal, and calls us to renew our relationship 
with God by speaking with God each and every day. Everyone’s preferred way 
to pray is different; it could be reading Scripture, praying the Rosary, or simply 
sitting in God’s presence. Find a way to pray that leads you to Christ.

Fasting: This is probably the most popular of  the three pillars, because it 
doesn’t just mean eating less on certain days, but also giving up some other sort 
of  food or comfort as a sacrifice to the Lord. By uniting that sacrifice to Him, 
we can come to know him more intimately.

Almsgiving: Almsgiving and other acts of  mercy are opportunities for us to 
tell God that we aren’t possessed by our possessions, but are desiring to share 
our possessions and/or valuable time in the service of  others. During Lent, we
make a special effort to do acts of  charitable service or take up collections of  
food or clothing for those in need.

Stations of the Cross
Stations of  the Cross will be prayed in the church 
building every Friday evening during Lent at 7 p.m.
 
The Stations are a beautiful opportunity to reflect on 
Christ’s journey to Calvary. We hope you can join us 
on this weekly pilgrimage!

Lenten Obligations for Fasting 
and Abstaining

Throughout Lent, Catholics between the ages of  18 
and 59 are required to fast on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday, meaning they may eat one full meal, as 
well as two smaller meals that together are not equal 
to a full meal.

Additionally, Catholic 14 years and older must abstain 
(not eat) from meat on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays 
in Lent.

This could easily be perceived as Church-mandated 
punishment, but instead, it’s an intimate opportunity 
to reveals our dependence on God and prepare 
ourselves for the reception of  grace through the 
sacraments!



Spiritual Reflections
A Time to Confess

By Elisha Valladares-Cormier

When most Catholic begin Lent, 
they choose some act to prepare for 
Easter, usually along the lines of  
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. When 
done for the right reasons, these are 
unquestionably good and can continue 
to draw us closer to the Lord even after 
Easter. Each person finds something 
different to help them along the road.

However, there is one thing that we should all be sure to do 
throughout Lent. It’s something that everyone, no matter what 
their individual state might be, can and should benefit from often: 
the Sacrament of  Reconciliation.

Oftentimes, the benefits and graces that flow from Confession 
are both heavily underrated and even neglected by Catholics.

It can be understandable, though. At least to an extent. 
Sometimes we don’t think that we need to go; we’ve been “good 
enough” for the last month or two and haven’t done anything “too 
bad.” Other times, we don’t want to go because it’s been a while 
and things have just built up and it’s going to be painful to get it 
all out there. I think most Catholics have found themselves in these 
positions at least once or twice before.

But that doesn’t mean these are good positions to be in. Not 
by a long shot. St. John Paul II once said confession is “an act of  
honesty and courage — an act of  entrusting ourselves, beyond sin, 
to the mercy of  a loving and forgiving God.” That means that 
no matter how many weeks or months it’s been since your last 
Confession or what sins you might have committed, Confession is 
our opportunity to “be not afraid” and cling to God’s mercy.

Someone once likened going to Confession after some time 
away to flossing your teeth for the first time since your dental 
cleaning that was two months ago. Although the analogy struck 
me as odd at first, I think there’s a lot of  merit in it.

Flossing for the first time in a while can be very painful. Some— 
mostly children—are reluctant to do so because of  that pain. It 
needs to be complete; every nook and cranny needs to be examined 
so that you actually achieve the clean mouth you intended. And to 
avoid the inflamed gums and cavities that might pop up, flossing is 
something that needs to be done regularly.

Similarly, it can be hard to return to confession after time away, 
especially if  there’s something we’re not ready to confess. Being 
honest can be painful, but we need to make a complete confession 
of  our sins. If  we intentionally withold a sin, then the confession is 
invalid and we don’t receive the graces we had set out hoping for.

St. Isidore of  Seville once said, “Confession heals, Confession 
justifies, Confession grants pardon of  sin, all hope consists in 
Confession; in Confession there is a chance for mercy.” And this is 
very much true. All the more reason, then, that we make use of  the 
sacrament not just during this penitential season but throughout 
the entire year.

What if  I Don’t Know the Hymn?
By Joseph Kwiatkowski

You might ask yourself  “How does 
Joe pick the music for parish liturgies?” 
Okay, maybe you’re not asking that, but 
please humor me. Selecting music for 
Mass may seem completely random, but 
I assure you that it’s not. It’s a process 
that begins with reading the readings for 
a particular Sunday. I’ll then read them 
again and look for key phrases that stand 
out that correlate to specific selections in the hymnal and look for 
specific themes in the readings. I also use the Oregon Catholic 
Press periodical Today’s Liturgy for hymn suggestions. Finally, I’m 
ready to select the four primary hymns (Processional, Offertory, 
Communion, Recessional).

My goal is never to flummox you. Rather, my primary goal is 
to find music that enhances the Liturgy. What does that mean? To 
me, that means picking pieces that support the scripture passages 
for that week. It could also mean picking pieces that relate to a 
particular group attending Mass (the Confirmation candidates on 
January 24, for example). Sometimes, this will mean hymns you 
have heard repeatedly and could sing by memory. Other times, this 
means including some pieces you may not have heard before, but 
very much fit and are appropriate for the Liturgy.

There will be times when you aren’t familiar with the music. 
There are some hymns/songs that I pick that I haven’t done very 
often but have found them to be the most appropriate music for 
that particular moment. It is fairly common for people to instantly 
shut down and stop singing if  something is unfamiliar. “Mildred, 
what is this? It’s new. I quit.” Singing may not be your strong suit. 
That’s fine; it isn’t mine either. I want to offer a few steps on what 
to do if  you hear some new music at Mass you’re not familiar with.

First, focus on the refrain or chorus. If  nothing else, there will 
be a specific place to fall back on. Even if  you have zero idea what’s 
happening in a verse, the refrain gives you a comfortable, often 
repeatable set of  words and music. Second, remember that no one 
is perfect. I make multiple mistakes. Try your best and remember 
that singing during the Liturgy is another form of  communal 
prayer. Third, even if  you choose not to sing, I encourage you to 
open the missalettes and at least follow along with the words. God 
may speak to you in some way through your reading. Words and 
phrases in each song/hymn may move you simply by reading.

The Second Vatican Council speaks of  full and active 
participation. My hope is that through the music at Mass, whether 
you are physically singing (and I do hope you try), that something 
about the music moves you to better know God. Whether that is 
singing as a group, reading the words to the hymn/song, or even 
just sitting or standing in attentive prayer while music is happening, 
may God work in and through you and the worshiping community 
you are a part of. May God bless you this Lenten season.
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Since October, 19 families have taken part 
in our Sunday morning sessions. Meeting in 
person once a month has been a bit of  a 
challenge for all involved, but families and 
catechists alike have risen to each challenge 
and shown their dedication to raising our 
children in the faith. To accompany the in-
person sessions, families receive materials 
to continue the catechesis (on the monthly 
theme) within their own homes.

We do have a few families who do not meet in person, but receive 
the materials to continue building their faith formation within 
their “domestic church” at home. It is a seemingly small, but truly 
effective effort to keep us connected during this time.

Maybe your family has not been a part of  Family Faith Formation 
but would like to be! Please contact me by calling the parish office 
or emailing me at ssmith@stmaryvermilion.org and we will get 
you started. Lent is a perfect time!

Shalom, Sandy Smith

Family Faith Formation “Leading St. Mary’s Teens 
Closer to Christ”

Young Adult Ministry
Are you a Catholic near Vermilion between 21-39 years 
old? St. Mary’s Young Adult Ministry is here for you! We 
aim to form a strong community for young adults to grow in 
their faith and socialize with other like-minded people their 
age. Whether single, dating, or married, all young adults 
are invited to join us! Email Elisha Valladares-Cormier at 
evalladares@stmaryvermilion.org for more information!

First Reconciliation/Communion
On January 28, children from our parish received the Sacrament of  
Reconciliation for the first time. Led by Mr. Tim Rini and Ms. Megan 
Skelton, these children now begin preparing for First Communion. 
Please keep these children and their families in your prayers: 

Bryce Blackham; Parker Dreher; Easton Geary; Josie 
Hayden; Annelise Hepp; Jude Miller; Reagan Moore; 
Jason Richardson; Maximus Sako; Kevin Shumaker; 
William Shumaker; Tori Smith; Maddi Sokolowski; 

Duncan Whyde

Grades 9-12 Grades 7 & 8

Life Teen and Edge meet each Sunday in the 
Depot from 6:30-7:30 p.m. To join, contact 
Sandy Smith, ssmith@stmaryvermilion.org.

Confirmation
On January 24, our Confirmation candidates participated 
in the Rite of  Commitment, expressing their desire to 
continue their sacramental journey. They include:

Terrence Anders; Collin Angney; Sean Butler; 
Kelsey Lehky; Oliver Roy; Allison Traut

They pledged to continue their journey with an open mind 
and heart, and to serve their family, parish and community 
through their gifts and talents. They committed to daily 
prayer, attending Sunday Mass and Chosen sessions, and 
to continue to their spiritual growth.

Their sponsors and the parish community 
promised their support to the candidates 
through prayer and accompanying them 
on their sacramental journey. Please 
pray for these candidates as they prepare 
to receive the sacrament on Pentecost 
Sunday (May 23).



Experience the 
Difference  of 

Catholic Education

For more than 60 years, hundreds of  families 
have entrusted their children’s education to 
St. Mary School.

Here, we are committed to educating the 
whole child — in Mind, Body, and Spirit 
— so that they will be formed in the present 
and prepared for the future.

As an Ohio STEM-Designated School, 
we believe in integrating those skills into 
every classroom and providing hands-on 
opportunities for students to grow in their 
STEM and overall life skills.

Faith-Based Education • Preschool with all-day Enrichment option • CYO 
Sports • After Care • Rigorous Curriculum • Tuition Assistance, EdChoice, 
EdChoice Expansion, Jon Peterson Scholarship • Clubs • Band, Physical 

Education, Spanish, Art, Music • and More!

Registration
Open Now!

Registration is now open for the 2021-2022  school 
year! Due to COVID-19 restrictions, no in-person 
open house will be held, but interested families can 
arrange for a visit by calling the office (440.967.7911) or 
emailing Ms. Amber Settie (asettie@stmaryvermilion.
org). Visit our website for more information on the 
admissions process and to hear testimonials about how 
St. Mary School changes students’ lives! 

stmaryschoolvermilion.org
: /stmaryschool.vermilion


